
SUMMER FIELD STUDY
2021

CHATARD FAMILY INFORMATION NIGHT

October 27, 2021



AGENDA
● Introductions and Personnel
● Itinerary
● Typical Day
● Auxiliary Adventure
● Personal Development
● Costs

“Going to the mountains is going home.” - John Muir



Introductions and Personnel
● Stephanie Tebbe - Chatard Student Contact
● Luke Allard - Ritter Student Contact
● Darryl Slevin - Logistical Wizard
● Tim Crissman - Paperwork Pusher and Main Contact
● Priests
● Staff
● Sherpas

“The snow is melting into music.” - John Muir



Itinerary
● Family Planning Nights (April TBD)
● Gear Drop Off 

○ Friday, June 11, 2021 - 4:00pm - 6:00pm (Tentative)
○ Saturday, June 12, 2021 - 8:00am - 12:00pm (Tentative)

● Send Off Celebration
○ Monday, June 14, 2021 - 9:00am Mass (Tentative)

● Leave for Colorado
○ Monday, June 14, 2021 - 12:00pm

“In every walk with nature one receives far more than he 
seeks” - John Muir











Itinerary (cont.)
● Setup BaseCamp - Chris Park outside of Durango, CO

○ Tuesday, June 15, 2021 (Hike local Area)

● Hike the San Juan Mountains
○ Wednesday, June 16, 2021
○ Thursday, June 17, 2021 (Rock Climb)
○ Friday, June 18, 2021 (Alt Rock Climb)
○ Saturday, June 19, 2021

“Every natural object is a conductor of divinity and only by coming 
into contact with them...may we be filled with the Holy Ghost.”       
- John Muir





















Itinerary (cont.)
● SHOLA - Sunday, June 20, 2021

○ Showers
○ Laundry

● Hike the San Juan Mountains
○ Monday, June 21, 2021

● Auxiliary Adventure 6/22-6/25
○ Mountaineering
○ Mesa Verde National Park

“Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is 
essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary 
aspect of our Christian experience.”  - Pope Francis





Mt. Elbert



Mt. Massive







Itinerary (cont.)
● Auxiliary Adventure 6/22-6/25

○ Capitol Reef National Park
○ Canyonlands National Park
○ Arches National Park

● Whitewater Rafting
○ Saturday, June 26, 2021

● Return to Indianapolis
○ Sunday, June 27, 2021

“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings.”  - John 
Muir













Typical Day
● Base Camp - Chris Park out of Durango, Co.
● Tent Camping
● Meals
● Hiking
● Down Time
● Mass
● Reflection

“God never made an ugly landscape. All that the sun shines 
on is beautiful, so long as it is wild.”  - John Muir

























Personal Development
● Academic

○ Survive in the Outdoors
○ Leave no Trace

● Social
○ No electronics
○ Roncalli, Chatard, Ritter, Guerin, St. Joe’s, Oldenburg

● Spiritual
○ Experiencing God’s Love

“Soil, water, mountains --- everything is a stroke of God.”  
Pope Francis



Cost
● Total Costs - $1,900.00

○ $300.00 Primary Deposit due 11/06 (Fully Refundable to 2/05/21)

○ $700.00 Confirmation Deposit due 2/05/2021
○ $900.00 Final Balance due 5/07/2021

● Add Ons (Due 05/07/2021 - Refundable):
○ Rock Climbing - $250.00 
○ Rock Climbing and Mountaineering - $350.00

“Nature is loved by what is best inside us.”  
-Ralph Waldo Emerson



What your Fee Covers:
● All Transportation

○ Large Cargo Van/Gas
○ 12 Passenger Vans/Gas

● All Meals
● Any and All Recreation Fees

○ Camping
○ Park Entrance Fees
○ Whitewater Fees
○ Shower and Laundry Fees

● Kitchen and Safety Gear
● Climbing Gear/BackCountry Permits (additional fee)

“We see God face to face every hour, and know the savor 
of nature.”  -Ralph Waldo Emerson



Possible Christmas Gifts or Items to Borrow:
● Good Hiking Shoes/Socks
● Tent 
● Sleeping Bag
● Knife/Fork/Spoon and Mess Kit
● Head Lamp
● Rainsuit
● See Website...

“To walk into nature is to witness a thousand miracles.”  
- Mary Davis



Questions
● Are electronic devices allowed on the trip and it there ability to charge them?

○ Yes - they are encouraged.  Students are encouraged to use them to take pictures 
and to stay in contact with family.  Their phones can be charged in the vans and at 
basecamp.

● Are tents provided?
○ No - students are to provide their own shelter. 

● Is the trip open to freshman and sophomores?
○ No - Trip is open to current Juniors and Seniors only.

Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity. 
Catechesis of the Catholic Church



Questions
● What are the limitations on student luggage?

○ Students will be provided a bag to pack their personal needs in.  Their tent and 
sleeping bag will be packed separately.  

● Do you basecamp out of Durango for the whole trip?
○ No - from Tuesday - Tuesday we will basecamp out of Chris Park.  Students will then 

break camp and head for their choice of auxiliary adventures Tuesday- Saturday 
(week two).

● Do students need to provide ice spikes?
○ All climbing and mountaineering equipment needed is provided.  

Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity. 
Catechesis of the Catholic Church



Questions
● Do students have to share a tent?

○ No - students are not required to share a tent.  The largest allowable student tent is 
a 4 person tent.  

● How will the trip handle COVID-19 restrictions?
○ We can not at this time begin to guess at what those restrictions may look like for 

this upcoming June.  As we get closer to the trip time and have a better 
understanding of the current pandemic conditions we will be able to create a plan.  

  

Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity. 
Catechesis of the Catholic Church



Questions
● Do students need to provide a sleeping mat?

○ No - sleeping mats will be provided.
● How are the hikes setup for the differing levels of fitness for the students?

○ Each day students will have the ability to sign up for 8-12 different experiences.  
Each hike will describe the distance and elevation gains from which the students 
will get to choose what best fits their ability.  We will push students to try hikes of 
greater distance/elevation gain as they get acclimated to hiking in the San Juans.  

  

“The best view comes after the hardest climb.”
-Unknown



Questions
● Do students need to provide and carry their own water bottle?

○ Students are required to have with them their own water.  Each hike leader 
additionally will have filters or tablets to clean any water that students will need to 
refill water bottles.  It is recommended that students carry a minimum of 32 ounces 
of water with them.

● Do students need to buy daypacks for hiking?
○ This is not required as the essentials for hiking can be carried in a book bag that 

they may already have for school.  

 

  “To walk in nature is to witness a thousand miracles.”
- Mary Davis



Questions
● How does the trip handle the integration of the students from different schools?

○ This happens in a couple of different manners through natural means.  Students 
from differing schools will find themselves in vans together.  Additionally, the mixing 
naturally happens on the hikes as students choose their own hikes.  Our trip is 
about bringing all students to a greater level of understanding of God’s presence in 
their lives.  We seek for this experience to be shared by all on Summer Field Study 
and not any single group of students.

 

  
“IT IS IN THE STILL SILENCE OF NATURE WHERE ONE 
WILL FIND TRUE BLISS.” – UNKNOWN



Questions
● What time is bedtime in base camp?

○ On any particular evening, following an opportunity for mass, dining, and reflection, 
most students find themselves retiring to their tent at or about 10:00 pm.  The days 
experience will where them out.  There is opportunity for supervised recreation 
each evening in the shelter area.  This is typically shut down by 11:00 pm.  
Regardless of the bed time, the morning wakeup time of 6:00 am does not change. 

 

  

“TO ME A LUSH CARPET OF PINE NEEDLES OR SPONGY GRASS IS 
MORE WELCOME THAN THE MOST LUXURIOUS PERSIAN RUG.” – 
HELEN KELLER



Questions
● Should the trip get cancelled again, would Roncalli look at hosting a trip for graduates 

who over the past two years were not able to go on Summer Field Study?
○ After sleeping on this question overnight, the answer unfortunately is no.  Once 

restrictions are lifted we will have current students ready to go.  Additionally, our 
liability insurance would not cover this group of individuals.  Finally, it would be 
difficult for our adult staff to dedicate an additional two weeks to the program.   As 
the graduates are adults, we would be glad to give them advice on details of 
planning their own trip with a group of friends. 

  Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity. 
Catechesis of the Catholic Church



Questions
● Tim Crissman 

○ tcrissman@roncalli.org
○ 317-646-0203 (Mobile)
○ 317-787-8277 ext 223 (Office)

● www.summerfieldstudies.com

Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity. 
Catechesis of the Catholic Church

mailto:tcrissman@roncalli.org
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